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Instructions to authors
Tropical Dental Journal publishes original articles relevant to
odonto-stomatology in the tropical world and research in general.
Tropical Dental Journal also presents general information
concerning the tropical world and congress.
Manuscripts are accepted for consideration with the understanding that text, figures, photographs and tables have not appeared
in any other publication and that the material has been submitted only to this journal.

Preparing and formatting electronic manuscripts
Text file: Submission of manuscripts must be in Microsoft Word
(.doc). This applies to both Windows and Macintosh platforms. If
you are using any other word processing program, you must
save the text file as .rtf.
All original articles should be submitted with a structured
abstract (in French and in English), consisting of no more than
250 words and the following four paragraphs:
• Background: Describes the problem being addressed.
• Methods: Describes how the study was performed.
• Results: Describes the primary results.
• Conclusions: Reports what authors have concluded from
these results, and notes their clinical implications.
Papers must be written in French or English.
The title page should contain:
1) a concise but informative title;
2) first name, middle initial, and last name of each author, with
the highest academic degree and the current institutional
affiliation for each;
3) name of the department(s) and institution(s) to which the
work should be attributed (please use footnote symbols [in
the sequence *, †, ‡, §, k, ¶, #, **, etc.] to identify authors
and their corresponding institutions);
4) disclaimers, if any;
5) the name and address (including fax number and e-mail) of
the author(s) responsible for correspondence (please indicate whether fax number and e-mail can be published);
6) sources of support in the form of grants, equipment, drugs,
or other significant sources of support;
7) any financial relationships between any author and a commercial firm that may pose a conflict of interest;
8) word count and number of figures and tables in the manuscript;
9) a short running title of no more than 60 characters, including spaces; and

10) a one-sentence summary describing the key finding(s) from
the study.

References
References should be numbered consecutively in the order in
which they appear in the text.
All references are identified, whether they appear in the text,
tables, or legends, by Arabic numbers in superscript.
If you are uncertain about the correct abbreviation for a journal
title, please refer to the NLM’s comprehensive listing at
ftp://nlmpubs.nlm.nih.gov/online/journals/ljiweb.pdf.
The use of abstracts as references is strongly discouraged.
Manuscripts accepted for publication may be cited. Material
submitted, but not yet accepted, should be cited in text as
‘‘unpublished observations.’’
Written and oral personal communications may be referred to in
text, but not cited as references. Please provide the date of the
communication and indicate whether it was in a written or oral
form. In addition, please identify the individual and his/her
affiliation. Authors should obtain written permission and
confirmation of accuracy from the source of a personal
communication. Presented papers, unless they are subsequently
published in a proceedings or peer-reviewed journal, may not be
cited as references. In addition, Wikipedia.org may not be cited
as a reference. For most manuscripts, authors should limit
references to materials published in peer-reviewed professional
journals. In addition, authors should verify all references against
the original documents. References should be typed doublespaced. Examples of references are given below.
Journals
1. Standard journal reference
Note: list all authors if six or fewer; when seven or more, list
only first three and add et al.
Glass DA, Mellonig JT, Towle HJ. Histologic evaluation of bone
inductive proteins complexed with coralline hydroxyapatite in an
extraskeletal site of the rat. J Periodontol 1989;60:121-125.
2. Corporate author
Federation Dentaire Internationale. Technical report no. 28.
Guidelines for antibiotic prophylaxis of infective endocarditis for
dental patients with cardiovascular disease. Int Dent J
1987;37:235.

3. Journal paginated by issue
Card SJ, Caffesse RG, Smith BA, Nasjleti CE. New attachment
following the use of a resorbable membrane in the treatment of
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periodontitis in dogs. Int J Periodontics Restorative Dent
1989;9(1):59-69.

analytic regressions of
clinical trials data. Online J Curr Clin Trials [serial online]. June 4,
1994; doc 134. Accessed July 20, 2000.

4. Non-English-language titles translated into English
Buchmann R, Khoury F, Hesse T, Muller RF, Lange DE. Antimicrobial therapy of peri-implant
disease (in German). Z Zahna¨rztl Implantol 1996; 12:152-157.

10. Online journals with volume and page information

Books and Other Monographs

Pract [serial online]. 2001;2(3):31-40. Available from: Procter &

Fowler EB, Breault LG. Ridge augmentation with a folded a
cellular dermal matrix allograft: A case report. J Contemp Dent
Gamble Company, Cincinnati, OH. Accessed December 15, 2001.

5. Personal author (s)
Tullman JJ, Redding SW.Systemic Disease in Dental Treatment.
St. Louis: The CV Mosby Company; 1983:1-5.
6. Chapter in a book
Rees TD. Dental management of the medically compromised
patient. In: McDonald RE, Hurt WC, Gilmore HW, Middleton RA,
eds. Current Therapy in Dentistry, vol. 7. St. Louis: The CV
Mosby Company; 1980:3-7.
7. Agency publication
Miller AJ, Brunelle JA, Carlos JP, Brown LJ, Loe H. Oral Health of
United States Adults. Bethesda, MD: National Institute of Dental
Research; 1987. NIH publication no. 87-2868.
8. Dissertation or thesis
TeerakapongA. Langerhans’cells in human periodontally healthy
and diseased gingiva. [Thesis]. Houston, TX: University of
Texas; 1987. 92 p.
Electronic citations

9. Online journals without volume and page information
Berlin JA, Antman EM. Advantages and limitations of meta-

11. Web sites
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Preventing emerging infectious diseases: Addressing the problem of antimicrobial
resistance. Available at: http://www.cdc.gov/ ncidod/emergplan/
antiresist/. Accessed November 5, 2001.

Tables
Tables should be numbered consecutively in Arabic numbers in
the order of their appearance in the text.
A brief descriptive title should be supplied for each.
Explanations, including abbreviations, should be listed as
footnotes, not in the heading. Every column should have a heading. Statistical measures of variations such as standard deviation
or standard error of the mean should be included as appropriate
in the footnotes.

Copyright
All manuscripts accepted for publication become the property of
the Tropical Dental Journal.

